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Cigarettes on trial: 

Test™ 
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Backed by findings that the amount of tars and nicotine may 

have a bearing on health, two government agencies 

are undertaking studies that could lead to stiffer legislation 


Cigarette manufacturers may soon 
find themselves in a competitive race 
to produce cigarettes that are low in 
tar and nicotine. 

Crowing support for what could 
become another a tar~ derby —- sim¬ 
ilar to'tile cicMrettc nioduccrs aci 


specialist 

6F *~burgt 

Stewart 


-was toucnecToll 


miner tlie aegis 


otewart. I he statement said, in part: 
^ riTe preponcU ranee ot scientific cv l- 
donee stronuiv suggcsTs that - the 
lower the far and nicotine content ol 
Cigarette smoke, the less harmhil arc 
t he effects.’’ As a result, the statc- 
incnFTccominench ~d jirogres MytTre^ 
duct ion ot Tar and nicotine content 


Legislation urged. Senator Warren 
C. Magnuson (D-Wash.), chairman 
of the Senate Commerce Committee, 
picked up the ball quickly and intro¬ 
duced a bill that would require the 
listing of tar and nicotine content on 
all cigarette packs and in all ciga¬ 
rette advertising. Magnuson, author 
of last year’s law that requires a 
cautionary label on all cigarette 
packs, expects that "we will nave to 
wait until next year to pursue this 
legislation through to a final deci¬ 
sion.” He adds: T would hope, how¬ 
ever, that [the bill] will serve as an 
inducement to the industry to con¬ 
sider the voluntary listing of tar and 
nicotine contents, without waiting 
for a Congressional mandate.” 

The cigarette industry, already 
leery of government interference 
with its advertising, may comply 
with the labeling request in an effort 
to head off further legislation. If so, 
the “tar derby” will be off and run¬ 
ning. 

Measurements. Regardless of what 
happens, however, Magnuson has 
already instructed the Federal Trade 
Commission to measure the tars and 
nicotine in all major cigarette 
brands and to report the findings to 
him for publication four times a 
year. 

Last year’s labeling law prohibits 
FTC from requiring statements in 
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cigarette labels or advertising until 
1969, beyond the rcauirement that 
all packs continue to bear the legend, 
“Caution; Cigarette Smoking May 
Be Hazardous to Your Health.” To 
get around this prohibition, in March 
the FTC said that it would no longer 
regard unqualified statements of tar 
and nicotine content as deceptive 
advertising or in violation of its own 
ban against health claims. 

New viewpoint FTC’s switch 
grew out of the belief that enough 
scientific evidence exists to suspect 
tars and nicotine as health hazards. 
This decision led to formation of the 
group of scientists to look into the 
question of tars and nicotine and 
their relationship to health. 

Hoping for voluntary resumption 
of the “tar derby” among manufac¬ 
turers, the FTC had several conver¬ 
sations last winter with former New 
Jersey Governor Robert B. Mcyner, 
chairman of the industry’s voluntary 
Cigarette Advertising Code, Inc. But 
Mcyner did not commit himself to 
urge the cigarette makers to list 
additional information on cigarette 
packs. 

Although the industry code per¬ 
mits it s cigarette manufacturers are 
reluctant to list tar and nicotine 
contents because these substances 
help to give tobacco smoke its flavor. 
In addition, Meyncr is afraid that 
tar measurements will inevitably lead 
to health claims, which arc banned 
by FTC. 

Exceptions. P. Lorillard Co., how¬ 
ever, is test marketing a cigarette 
called True, and is listing tar and 
nicotine content (12.9 mg. and 0.S 
mg., respectively per cigarette) in 
supporting advertising. American 
Tobacco Co. has two products that 
have been promoted with their tar 
and nicotine contents: Carlcton ciga¬ 
rettes lists 9.5 mg. of tar and 0.6 mg. 
of nicotine per cigarette on the back 
of the pack and in advertisements; 
Montclair, in 1964, listed 2.5 mg. 
of tar and 0.4 mg. of nicotine, 
but this information has meanwhile 
been eliminated from printed ma¬ 
terial on the pack. 
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Senator Magnuson wants all cigarettes 
labeled for tar and nicotine. 


The FTC has recommended that 
the cigarette companies use the so- 
called Cambridge filter method— 
which involves a smoking machine 
—to test the tar and nicotine con¬ 
tents in cigarette smoke. And in 
cooperation with the Public Health 
Service, it is equipping a laboratory 
in Washington so that it can conduct 
its own tests. 

FTC is also considering expand¬ 
ing its research of cigarette filters, 
of various tobacco mixtures, and of 
other factors related to cigarette 
smoking. 

Reports due. The FTC and the 
PHS arc renuired to report to Con¬ 
gress by July, 1967, and again by 
July, 196S, on the effectiveness of 
last year’s law that required the 
caution label. Meanwhile, both 
agencies will gather additional data 
as support for any new legislation 
they may want to recommend. 

Health, Education & Welfare 
Secretary John W. Gardner has al¬ 
ready indicated that the scientists* 
conclusions on cigarette tars may 
well be the springboard next year 
for an Administration bill paralleling 
the proposed Magnuson bill. End 
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